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OjyAt page 27, line 26, please d4*^te the word "Sintech Testworks™" and insert therefore -SINTECH 
^ TESTWORKS software--. 

Please substitute the amended "Summary of the Invention", submitted herewith, for that previously 
filed in the application. A "clean" copy of the amended "Summary of the Invention" is submitted 
herewith as Appendix B; a marked copy (indicating the changes made) of the amended "Summary 
of the Invention" is submitted herewith as Appendix C. 

Please substitute the amended Figs. 3 and 4, submitted herewith, for those previously filed. The 
amended figures are submitted herewith as Appendix D. 

Please substitute the amended Abstract, submitted herewith, for that previously filed. The 
amended Abstract is submitted herewith as Appendix E. 


ims / 

(NCEL claims 1-8, 


In the Claims 

Please CANCEL claims 1-8, 20 and 21. 


Please AMEND claims 9, 12, 15, 17, 22 and 26-29 as follows; for each of the following claims, 
please substitute the indicated claim for the corresponding, pending claim having the same claim 
number. 



Please ADD new claims 30 and 31. 


9. (Amended) A para-like, prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a 
front waist region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said 
^ waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absorbent article further 
^ N comprising: 


a) an absorbent chassis which defines an exterior surface, an interior surface opposite said 
exterior surface, a pair pf laterally opposed side edges and a pair of longitudinally opposed waist 
odges; and 

b) a pair of opposed back panels which are permanently attached to said side edge of said 
absorbent chassis in said^back waist region of said absorbent article; and 

c) a pair of opposed front panels which are refastenably attached to said side edge of said 
absorbent chassis in said front waist region of said absorbent article to provide a refastenable joint 
wherein said front panel and said back panel on each side edge of said absorbent chassis are 
permanently connected together along a side seam to define a waist opening and a pair of leg 
openings and provide said pant-like, prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article. 
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jl2. (Amended) The absorbent article of claim 1 1 wherein said fasteners are hook and loop 
> tasteners. 


15. (Amended) A pant-like, prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines 
a front waisttregion, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects 
said waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absorbent article further 
comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis which defines an exterior surface, an interior surface opposite said 
exterior surface, a pair of laterally opposed side edges and a pair of longitudinally opposed waist 
edges; 

b) a pair o^ opposed back panels which are permanently attached to said side edge of said 
absorbent chassis in said back waist region of said absorbent article; 

c) a pair of opposed front panels which are refastenably attached to said side edge of said 
absorbent chassis\in said front waist region of said absorbent article to provide a refastenable joint 
wherein said front panel and said back panel on each side edge of said absorbent chassis are 
permanently connected together along a side seam to define a waist opening and a pair of leg 
openings and provide said pant-like, prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article; 

d) a fastener located on each of said front panels which is releasably engaged with said 
exterior surface of saic^ absorbent chassis in said front waist region to provide said refastenable 
joint; and 

e) a releasable bofod located on each of said front panels which releasably bonds said front 
panels to said side edges of said absorbent chassis in said front waist region to assist in 
maintaining said pant-like\ prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article in said 
prefastened condition. 


' t7. (Amended) Tl\e absorbent article of claim 15 wherein said fasteners are hook and loop 
fasteners. 


22. (AmendedVThe absorbent article of claim 15 wherein each of said side seams defines a 
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. 26. (Amended) A pant-like, prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines 
a front waist region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects 
said waist regions, an absorbent chassis which defines a pair of opposed side edges and a pair of 
opposed waist edges, yvherein said pant-like, disposable absorbent article is made by a process 
which comprises: 

a) providing a continuous web of interconnected absorbent chassis; 

b) permanently attaching a pair of laterally opposed back panels to said side edges of each 
of said absorbent chassis in said back waist region to provide a permanent joint; 

c) refastenably attaching a pair of laterally opposed front panels to said side edges of each 
of said absorbent chassi^ in said front waist region of said absorbent article to provide a 
refastenable joint; 

d) selectively cutting said continuous web of interconnected absorbent chassis into discrete 
absorbent articles; 

e.) folding each of diaid discrete absorbent articles about a fold line extending in a lateral 
direction through said crotch region of said article thereby positioning said front panels and said 
back panels in a facing relationship; and 

t) permanently connecting said front panels and said back panels together along a pair of 
laterally opposed side seams to define a waist opening and a pair of leg openings and provide said 
pant-like, prefastened, refastenable, disposable absorbent article. 


27. (Amended) The absorbent article of claim 26 wherein said refastenably attaching includes 
refastenably engaging a fastener located on said front panels to said exterior surface of each of 
said absorbent chassis in said front waist region to provide said refastenable joint. 


28. (Amended) The absorbent article of claim 27 wherein said fasteners are hook and loop 
fasteners. 


4 


